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Yasuhiro Otani

Yasuhiro Otani is an internationally recognized sound artist, electroacoustic
composer, and improviser who has worked with many artists and composers
around the world. His style (focused on the man-machine interaction in live
performance and improvisation) is unique. It is about challenging himself to
try and create sound and visuals, and to push the use of technology in a live
performance to the limit. His work is developing to include collaborations with
film, theater, and dance. Yasuhiro Otani is also the recipient of grants from
the Rockefeller Foundation and the foundation for Performance Arts.

Forthcoming project

» Sweet Color of Sound
The 22nd Tokyo Summer Festival 2006
(July—August)

Albums
» Duo Improvisation, Yasuhiro OTANI & OTOMO Yoshihide (Pale Blue)
» Music Anecdotique Series:

Brain Wash, Yasuhiro OTANI SOLO (PaleBlue PB—0000)

Spread Jam, Yasuhiro OTANI SOLO volume 2 (PaleBlue MA-1211)

Mr. Summertime, Yasuhiro OTANI & Uchihashi Kazuhisa Duo

(PaleBlue MA-1024)

Envy, Yasuhiro OTANI & Jeff Parker (from Tortoise), (PaleBlue MA-0187)
» Experimental TOKYO, Experimental music compilation from TOKYO (IEL)
» Dial, Yasuhiro OTANI & Tatsu AOKI Duo (Asian Improv Records, AIR0039)
» Four Focuses, TETREAULT/YASUHIRO OTANI/OTOMO Yoshihide (AMOEBIC)
» CASSIBER — Live in Tokyo, 1997 (Off Note/ReR)

<http://homepage3.nifty.com/paleblue>
paleblue@excite.co.jp

Christof Steinmann, aka Softland

(*1972, Luzern, CH) lives and works in Zurich as a sound artist.

Alongside releases on the Spezialmaterial label collective and musical
performances, his work comprises installation work and cooperations with
musicians as well as choreographers and visual artists.

Softland is his musical solo project with a determined do-it-yourself mentality.
The stylistic bandwith of the tracks spans from lo-fi popsongs to bewildering
soundscapes that unexpectedly morph into intricately arranged electronica-
tracks in full cinemascope format. All share a tendency towards eclecticism,
unusual timbres and an almost outrageous combination of stylistic influences.
The pieces combine acoustic instruments with field recordings and synthetic

sounds from analogue sources and digital processing. The result retains
pop and club culture as core reference points while at times stretching the
boundaries of these genres beyond recognition. File under Eklektronica.

Albums
» One Is A Very Small Crowd (Spezialmaterial, 2003)
» War Againstt Error (Spezialmaterial, 2005)

Tours
» Germany/Denmark (with Domizil)
» Chile (with Spezialmaterial)

» Argentina (8 electroacoustic concerts in various contexts in Buenos Aires)

Recent Cooperations

» with English conceptual artist Ben Cain on a text/sound record,

(2003-05)

» with Bernd Schurer (domizil) on a open air serenade for computers and

string, Stadtsommer Zirich (2004)

» Psihometrija (group exhibition) Installation and concert in cinema space,

SC Galerija Zagreb (Sept. 2005)

» with Driessens/Verstappen (generative visual programming),

Consortium Amsterdam (Nov. 2005)

» Heiner Miiller Abend, Music/Text/Video piece Schauspielhaus Ziirich

(Dec. 05)

<http://spezialmaterial.ch/artists/softland >
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Beyond Innocence (BRIDGE)

The organization's director, Uchihashi Kazuhisa, works with a staff, who
are predominantly musicians, to plan independent events that include
foreign and Japanese musicians. In the adjoining cafe, free events are
periodically held to introduce artists who consciously deal with “sound”
in a cutting-edge or experimental manner.

Among other activities, the organization supports concerts and
performances by young musicians who are primarily active in Kansai

in genrefree/borderless work.

Activities: Festival Beyond Innocence is held annually to allow performers
involved in independent and cutting-edge music from Japan and
throughout the world to come together regardless of genre. And as part
of the Osaka Contemporary Art Festival program, the musical installation
Pool is designed to create a space for improvisational collaborations
between artists using free and flexible techniques that are not limited to
music but supersede genre and category.

<www.beyond-innocence.org>

This poster was realized through a collaboration between

Atopia Projects and Beyond Innocence (BRIDGE), in conjunction
with The Third Osaka Art Kaleidoscope <www.doartyourself.jp>.
Commissioned mixes — of music from past Beyond Innocence
Festivals — by Yasuhiro Otani and Christof Steinmann (aka
Softland) can be downloaded at <www.fbi-mix.org>.

This poster is one of eight posters published by Atopia Projects
<www.atopiaprojects.org> June 2006.

Individual images and texts © the respective authors and artists.
Editorial matter and collection © Atopia Projects.

Design: Grahame Lynch <www.gelo.ca>

The Third Osaka Art Kaleidoscope “do art yourself.”
Organized by Osaka Contemporary Art Center.
Coordinated by the Osaka Art NPO Consortium

Beyond Innocence (BRIDGE)

Coe to Cotoba to Cocoro no Heya (cocoroom)

Contemporary Art and Spirits (CAS)

DANCE BOX

Osaka Arts-Aporia

Outenin Teramachi Club

record, expression and medium organization (remo)

regional culture information and projects (recip)
This publication is produced as Osaka Poster Project on the occasion
of The Third Osaka Art Kaleidoscope “do art yourself.”



